Animal Rights: Broadening Our Perspective; Broadening Our Base by Moss, Doug
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A N I M A L  R I G H T S :  B r o a d e n i n g  O u r  
P e r s p e c t i v e ;  
B r o a d e n i n g  O u r  B a s e  
D O U G  M O S S  
T h e  A n i m a l s '  A g e n d a  
P r o b a b l y  t h e  v e r y  f i r s t  r e v e l a t i o n  I  h a d  
a b o u t  a n i m a l s ,  a s  a  v e r y  y o u n g  p e r s o n  ( a b o u t  
a g e  t e n ) ,  w a s  w h e n  I  w a s  d r i v i n g  i n  t h e  c a r  
w i t h  m y  f a t h e r  a n d  h e  r a n  o v e r  a  s q u i r r e l .  I  
w a s  h o r r i f i e d  f i r s t  t o  k n o w  t h a t  s u c h  t h i n g s  
h a p p e n e d  a t  a l l ,  a n d  d o u b l y  s o  b e c a u s e  ~ h a d  
d o n e  i t .  I  w a s  q u i t e  s h a k e n ,  l o o k i n g  b a c k  s e e i n g  
g~;:I~~~~:~i~~~ons. 
t i e . . . .  Y o r k :  D o v e r ,  1 9 7 9  
j u s t  t h e  f u r r y  t a i l  s t i c k i n g  u p  f r o m  t h e  
A U T O -
p a v e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  b o d y  o f  t h e  a n i m a l  n o w  
g l u e d  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e .  M y  d a d  l a t e r  r e m a r k e d  
B I O G R A P H Y  
t h a t  h e  t h o u g h t  i t  w a s  g o o d  t h a t  I  h a d  t h o s e  
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feelings for the hapless creature. 
As an adult, my first introduction to the 
realitites of animal suffering came when I was 
living in New Haven, Connecticut and I was 
stopped at a traffic light by a fur store where 
a group of people were making a ruckus and 
handing out gory brochures. I took one that 
was offered to me through the window of my 
car and my heart literally sank. Here I was, 
22 years old and I'd never consciously 
associated fur coats with dead animals! We all 
know thebrochure---that glossy one with 
several folds with the white artic fox in the 
bloody snow. I consider that cold day in New 
Haven the day I began my personal 
"politicization" because it marked the beginning 
of an all-round new awakening for me, not just 
regarding animals, but with respect· to many 
social issues I would later fill my head with. 
Less than a week after running into the 
protesters at the New Haven fur store, while 
watching the news at home I chanced upon the 
clubbing of baby white harp seals . in 
Newfoundland. Not really relating this to my 
experience a few days earlier downtown, I 
was nevertheless greatly angered by the news 
report. My first reaction was to call the TV 
station to yell at them for showing me this 
atrocity. I stopped midway through dialing, 
however, and realized that it was silly to be 
blaming the TV reporters for televising this. 
After all, it wasn't 1.hW.r. fault. In fact, it was 
.Q.2.2S1 that they were showing me this! Although 
I would not translate this, in part, into 
vegetarianism until a few years later. I was 
now beginning to think a great deal about our 
treatment of animals. 
A short time later I moved out of New 
Haven to another part of the state where, 
while grocery shopping one day, I ran into a 
middle-aged woman who was distributing 
literature and selling buttons, bumper-stickers 
and dolls to raise money for her local rescue 
group, PAWS. The burgeoning rebel in me 
automatically took to her and, before long, it 
was 1 who was standing in front of that and 
many other local supermarkets, talking (and 
often arguing) with people as they made their 
way, (sometimes dressed in furs, of course), 
in and out of the stores with their grocery 
carts. I moved a J.21 of literature, bumper 
stickers and buttons for PAWS, (everything 
but the dolls---sheesh!), and would later meet 
a number of local 'animal people' and work with 
them on· numerous local fundraising functions. 
lowe a lot to Tillie Motyl and Betty Long of 
PAWS for having gotten me into the trenches 
of local animal work. Whatever cynicism one 
might have about proverbial "little old ladies in 
tennis shoes", the reality is that these women 
, present in almost every community, have 
been the unsung backbone of this movement 
long before "animal rights", as we now know 
it, began to gain its new momentum in recent 
years. 
It was through PAWS people that I soon 
came to know quite a large group of people in 
the progressive community in and around 
Newport, Connecticut. a town known more for 
its wealth (and celebrities like Paul Newman) 
than for any kind of liberal activity. . 
.certainly no Madison, Wisconsin, in any case, 
but surprisingly rich in people involved (or at 
least marginally interested) in social change 
activities. It was here that I found my 
"family"; people whose lives were dominated 
by their passion for social change work; people 
who embraced many of the ideals that I was 
now beginning to care about. I quickly became 
quite active in opposing the reinstatement of 
the draft, in anti-nuclear work, and in a group 
.called "Coalition for a Just Society" which 
eventually chose. as its main activity, working 
as the Connecticut chapter of the Citizen's 
Party which, in 19S0, ran Barry Commoner 
and LaDonna Harris as its Presidential and 
Vice-Presidential candidates. I was ballot-
access coordinator for the Commoner effort in 
Southern Connecticut and succeeded, along 
with a team of others, in getting Commoner on 
the ballot for that fateful year which first 
elected Ronald Reagan and saw John Anderson 
as the spoiler for other candidates like 
Commoner who were championing progressive 
ideas. 
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I t  w a s  d u r i n g  t h i s  s a m e  p e r i o d  ( 1 9 7 7 )  t h a t  
d i a l o g  a b o u t  i n t r a - m o v e m e n t  c o n c e r n s ,  s u c h  a s  
s o m e  o f  u s  ( t h e  a c t i v i s t  c o r e  o f  t h e  l o c a l  
w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  a n i m a l  a d v o c a t e s  s h o u l d  b e  
p o l i t i c a l l y - i n t e r e s t e d  c o m m u n i t y )  f o u n d e d  a  
v e g e t a r i a n ,  a n d  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  w e  s h o u l d  t h i n k  
c h a p t e r  o f  a  p r o m i n e n t  n a t i o n a l  a n i m a l  
o f  a n i m a l  r i g h t s  i s s u e s  a s  r e l a t e d  t o  o t h e r  
o r g a n i z a t i o n .  T h i s  w a s  m y  f i r s t  r e a l  
i s s u e s  f o r  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e .  A n i m a l  R i g h t s  
i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  i n t r a - m o v e m e n t  " p o l i t i c s "  
N e t w o r k  N e w s  w a s  m o r e  u p b e a t  a n d  f a r  l e s s  
t h a t  s o  m a n y  o f  u s  k n o w  o n l y  t o o  w e l l .  I  w a s  
e s o t e r i c ,  p r o f i l i n g  n e w  g r a s s r o o t s  
a m a z e d  a t  t h e  v i c i o u s n e s s  w i t h  w h i c h  t h i s  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  r e v i e w i n g  b o o k s ,  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  
o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  l e a d e r s  r e g a r d e d  o t h e r  g r o u p s  i n  
n a t i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  " n e t w o r k "  n e w s  a s  
t h e  m o v e m e n t ,  a n d  a t  t h e  e x t r e m e s  t h e y  w o u l d  
i n s p i r a t i o n  f o r  t h o s e  a n x i o u s  t o  b r e a k  f r o m  t h e  
g o  t o  t o  c o m p e t e  f o r  " t o p  b i l l i n g "  i n  a  s h a r e d  
t r a d  i t i o n a l  " s e n d  - a - c h e c k - t o - t h e - s o c i e t y - a n d -
e v e n t ,  o r  t o  p u b l i c l y  p u t  d o w n  o t h e r  a n i m a l  
t h i n g s - w i l l - b e - a l r i g h t "  m i n d s e t ,  a n d  e a g e r  t o  
g r o u p s .  W e  g a v e  t h e  c h a p t e r  o u r  b e s t  b u t ,  
w o r k  l o c a l l y  o r  n a t i o n a l l y  t o  e f f e c t  s t r o n g e r  
h a v i n g  l e a r n e d ,  a s  w e l l ,  t h r o u g h  o u r  o t h e r  
c h a n g e s  f o r  a n i m a l s .  
p o l i t i c a l  w o r k  h o w  d a m a g i n g  a l l  t h e  r i v a l r i e s  
a n d  p e t t y  b i c k e r i n g  c a n  b e  t o  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  
o f  a n y  s o c i a l  c h a n g e  m o v e m e n t ,  w e  l e f t ,  a l b e i t  
r a t h e r  a b r u p t l y  a n d  u n p l e a s a n t l y ,  t o  r e g r o u p  
a n d  t o  t r y  a  n e w  a p p r o a c h  t h a t  m i g h t  h e l p  
o v e r c o m e  t h i s  s e c t a r i a n i s m .  R e a l i z i n g ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  f r o m  t h i s  e x p e r i e n c e ,  t h a t  p a r t  o f  
t h e  m o v e m e n t ' s  d e v e l o p m e n t  w a s  g o i n g  t o  
r e q u i r e  s o m e  j n t e r n a l  w o r k  ( a t  l e a s t  
r u d i m e n t a r y  c o m m u n i c a t o n  a n d  c o o p e r a t i o n  
b e t w e e n  g r o u p s ) ,  w e  f o r m e d  A n i m a l  R i g h t s  
N e t w o r k .  O u t  o f  t h a t  g r e w  w h a t  i s  n o w  I . . . ! : i . E .  
A N I M A L S '  A G E N D A .  
I ' m  v e r y  p r o u d  o f  A N I M A L S '  A G E N D A  a n d  
h o w  i t ' s  e v o l v e d  a n d  m a n a g e d  t o  s u r v i v e  a n d  
r e m a i n  r e l e v a n t  t o  a  c h a n g i n g  m o v e m e n t .  A s  
m a n y  p e o p l e  m a y  k n o w ,  T h e  A N I M A L S '  
A G E  N  D  A  s t a r t e d  o u t  i n  l a t e  1 9 7 9  a s  t w o  
s e p a r a t e  p u b l i c a t i o n s :  a  j o u r n a l  e n t i t l e d  
A N I M A L S ,  E T H I C S  &  S O C I A L  P O L I C Y  
s i m p l y  " A  G  E N D  A " .  a n d  a  b i - m o n t h l y  
C o n f e r e n c e
n e w s l e t t e r ,  T h e  A n i m a l  R i g h t s  N e t w o r k  N e w s .  
J a n u a r y  1 3  - 1 5 ,  1 9 8 9  
B o t h  p u b l i c a t i o n s  s o u g h t  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  b u d d i n g  
S c h v e i t z e r  C e n t e r  
m o v e m e n t  w i t h  a  c l e a r i n g h o u s e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  
i d e a s ,  a n d  s t r a t e g i e s , - - - a  b u l l e t i n  b o a r d  f o r  
c o - s p o n s o r e d  b y   
s o r e l y - n e e d e d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  b e t w e e n  m a n y  
C e n t e r  F o r  E t h i c s  &  S o c i a l  P o l i c y   
G r a d u a t e  T h e o l o g i c a l  U n i o n 
g r o u p s  w h i c h  s e e m e d  t o  b e  p e r e n i a l l y  c a u g h t  u p  
B e 1 . k e l e y  
i n  a  k i n d  o f  x e n o p h o b i a  t o w a r d  o n e  a n o t h e r .  
I n f o r m a t i o n :  
A G E N D A  w a s  t h e  m o r e  t h e o r e t i c a l ,  
P . O .  B o x  2 5 4   
p h i l o s o p h i c a l ,  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  o f  t h e  t w o ,  
B e r k e l e y ,  C A  9 4 7 0 1   
p u b l i s h i n g  d i s c u s s i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  
U S A   
4 1 5 / 5 2 6 - 5 3 4 6 
t h e  m o v e m e n t  ( o r  t h e  l a c k  o f  a  c o h e s i v e  
m o v e m e n t  a t  t h e  t i m e )  a n d  a b o u t  t h e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  a n i m a l  s o c i e t i e s .  I t  i n c l u d e d  f r a n k  
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Though billed as a co-editor on the 
masthead from the beginning, my job 
encompassed everything from paste-up to 
keypunch to mailing house manager to direct 
mail coordinator to grantsman. AGENDA first 
occupied part of a 150 square foot basement 
office, sharing space with my small business 
forms company which donated the rent and, as 
time went on, many of the salaries and other 
expenses. Much of the work was done at 
home, though, and we (mostly Jim Mason and 
myself) labored hard and furiously to get out 
each issue. Bi-monthly mailing-and-pizza 
parties with a few of our local friends took 
care of getting the publications stapled 
together, labeled and bagged for the post 
office, and my car was nearly always full of 
papers, mail sacks and trays as I made the 
runs to and from the printer and the post 
office. 
As the circulation of the two publications 
began to take off, and the respective audiences 
seemed to overlap almost entirely, we decided 
to combine them into one, and later- re-named 
it The ANIMALS' AGENDA. Part of the reason 
for the name change was that we knew the 
magazine was starting to be seen by people 
other than just the whard corew of the 
movement, and that the very least we should 
do is put wanimalsw in the title somewhere. In 
fact, I remember many times when I'd be 
talking with someone not already familiar with 
animal rights and they'd ask me what I did. I'd 
tell them' published an animal rights magazine 
and then I'd show them a copy of something 
called Wagendaw. often an issue with a rather 
weird-sounding cover title. I began to think 
that there was more potential to this little rag 
than just trying to talk to Wmovement peoplew 
with it, so I pushed for a more mainstream 
look, a slightly more popular-appealing 
editorial makeup. and more accessible overall 
12M. The skill in putting together an effective 
Walternativewpublication is in how you package 
radical ideas (Wsugar-coatW them, if you will) 
so that the magazine will get picked up and 
read and taken seriously, by the media and 
other influential centers. as well as by the 
average person you're trying to win over. In 
1986 we Wwent glossy,wand set our sights on 
getting some newsstand and library 
circulation, evolving the magazine into more of 
an information source than a journal. The 
emphasis changed to one of enlightening general 
readers, with an eye towards drawing them 
iD.12 the movement. 
Some activists lament AGENDA's evolution 
away from its in-house beginnings, but the 
magazine hill! to evolve because it became such 
a centralized entity (everyone sent us news 
and commentary from all over and treated us 
like the wanimal media"). I feel that we did 
what we had to do, to rise to the occasion and 
to keep pace with the movement's momentum. 
Besides, if a movement is performing well, 
other publications should step in and fill the 
niches that are left behind. In fact, I think that 
has happened to a certain extent. Having a 
newsstand-quality magazine for animal rights, 
to me, means legitimizing this movement in the 
eyes of the public as well as the media's 
(we've concentrated on building our media list, 
too). We live in a time when wspecial interest" 
magazines are the rage. so the timing is right 
to get animal rights out there on the 
newsstand, a unique and very important part 
of today's wmass mediaw. 
I am genuinely excited about the future of 
this movement, though I do feel we have some 
serious problems to overcome. The movement 
has successfully put animal rights onto the 
debate table, but I think we still face an image 
problem related to the very wnarrownessw of 
our perspectives, and this often leaves us on 
shaky ground. There is definitely a new ethic 
emerging in society that is demanding a re-
evaluation of our attitudes towards animals. 
Yet this new ethic is not limited to just 
animals, but is instead addressing our attitudes 
and behavior towards all of nature. Animals 
are. of course, a major part of this emerging 
ethic, the WgateWthrough which people must 
pass to comprehend the greater issues that 
will decide the future of all of nature, so we 
certainly need people to concentrate their 
efforts in this particular area. 
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W h a t  I  w o u l d  t a k e  i s s u e  w i t h  i s  o u r  p r o b l e m  
o f  a p p r o a c h .  L i k e  i t  o r  n o t ,  t h e  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e  
a c t i v i s t s  i n  t h e  y e a r s  i m m e d i a t e l y  a h e a d  a r e  
g o i n g  t o  b e  p e o p l e  w h o  e m b r a c e  t h e  l a r g e r  
q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  f a c e  u s ,  a n d  w h o  d e m o n s t r a t e  
t h e  a m p l i t u d e  o f  t h i s  v i s i o n  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  
t h e i r  a c t i o n s ,  d i s c u s s i o n s  ( w i t h  m e d i a  o r  
w h o m e v e r ) ,  a n d  w r i t i n g s .  L e t  m e  p u t  i t  t h i s  
w a y :  E a r l i e r  i n  t h i s  e s s a y  I  u s e d  t h e  t e r m  
" a n i m a l  p e o p l e , "  b u t  i n  a l l  h o n e s t y  I  ~ t h a t  
e x p r e s s i o n !  I n  r e c e n t  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  
m o v e m e n t  p e o p l e  a b o u t  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y  o v e r  
w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  B o b  D o l e  s h o u l d  b e  s u p p o r t e d  a s  
a  p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e ,  i t  w a s  f r e q u e n t l y  
s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  " a n i m a l  p e o p l e "  s u p p o r t  D o l e ,  
o r  " a n i m a l  p e o p l e "  n o t  a l i e n a t e  D o l e  ( t h r o u g h  
p u b l i s h e d  c r i t i c i s m ) ,  b e c a u s e  h e ' s  v o t e d  i n  
f a v o r  o f  a n i m a l s  a  f e w  t i m e s .  B u t  j u s t  w h a t  i s  
a n  " a n i m a l  p e r s o n " ?  O n e  w h o  t u r n s  a  b l i n d  e y e  
t o w a r d s  h u m a n  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  f o l l o w s  l e a d e r s  
w h o  c h a m p i o n  a n i m a l  c a u s e s  w h i l e  s t i l l  
s u p p o r t i n g  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  r e s u l t  i n  t h e  m a c h i n e -
g u n n i n g  o f  c h i l d r e n  a n d  u n a r m e d  c i t i z e n s  i n  
C e n t r a l  A m e r i c a ?  T o  m e ,  " a n i m a l  p e o p l e "  
r e p r e s e n t  a  s y n d r o m e  t h a t ,  s o m e w h a t  
u n d e r s t a n d a b l y ,  a r i s e s  o u t  o f  a  d e e p  a l i e n a t i o n  
f e l t  b y  m a n y  c h a m p i o n s  o f  a n i m a l  c a u s e s .  
T h e y  f e e l  a l i e n a t e d  f r o m  a  s o c i e t y  t h e y  s e e  a s  
a  c o l l e c t i v e  " v i l l a i n "  i n  t h e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  
a n i m a l s .  J u s t  a s  m a n y  b l a c k s ,  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  
t h e i r  s t r u g g l e s ,  h a v e  v i e w e d  e v e n  w e l l -
i n t e n t i o n e d  w h i t e s  a s  t h e  e n e m y ;  a n d  j u s t  a s  
m a n y  f e m i n i s t s  h a v e  v i e w e d  a l l  m e n  a s  e v i l ;  
m a n y  a n i m a l  a d v o c a t e s  s e e  a l l  o f  h u m a n i t y  a s  
t h e  e n e m y .  I t  c o u l d  b e  c a l l e d  t h e  " h a t e · t h e -
o p p r e s s o r  s y n d r o m e . "  A n d  a l t h o u g h  i t ' s  
p e r f e c t l y  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e ,  i t  m u s t  a l s o  b e  
r e s i s t e d .  W h y ?  B e c a u s e  i t  s m a c k s  o f  s e l f -
r i g h t i o u s n e s s  a n d  i t  g i v e s  t h e  a n i m a l  r i g h t s  
m o v e m e n t  a  s e c t a r i a n  i m a g e .  T h i s  c a n  o n l y  
a l i e n a t e  m a n y  p o t e n t i a l  s u p p o r t e r s  a n d  
a c t i v i s t s .  A n  i m a g e  o f  c a r i n g  n a r r o w l y  a n d  
e x c l u s i v e l y  f o r  a n i m a l s  d e s t r o y s  t h e  p r o s p e c t s  
f o r  s e e k i n g  s u p p o r t e r s  a n d  a c t i v i s t s  w h e r e  t h e  
f u t u r e  o f  t h i s  m o v e m e n t  l i e s - - - t h e  p u b l i c  a t  
l a r g e .  F o r  t h e  a n i m a l  c a u s e  i s  i n d i s s o l u b l y  t i e d  
t o  o t h e r  c o n t e m p o r a r y  s t r u g g l e s  f o r  j u s t i c e  
a n d  s a n i t y  i n  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  h u m a n  a f f a i r s .  
C a r o l  B e l a n g e r  G r a f t u n .  
O l d - F a s h i o n e d  A n i m a l  C u t . s o  
N e w  Y o r k :  D o v e r .  J 9 8 7 - -
I  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  i n s t e a d  o f  t h i n k i n g  a n d  l i v i n g  
l i k e  a  c l i q u e  o f  " a n i m a l  p e o p l e "  ( t h i n k  f o r  a  
m o m e n t  h o w  s i l l y  i t  i s  t o  h e a r  s o m e  p e o p l e  
d e s c r i b e  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  " p e o p l e  p e o p l e "  i n  
d e f e n s e  o f  t h e i r  u n c a r i n g  a t t i t u d e s  a b o u t  
a n i m a l s ) ,  w e  n e e d  t o  m a k e  s p e c i a l  e f f o r t s  t o  
e x h u d e  a n  o v e r a l l  c a r i n g  a t t i t u d e  f o r  a l l  l i v i n g  
b e i n g s ,  a n d  w e  n e e d  t o  b e  k n o w l e d g e a b l e  a b o u t  
w o r l d  i s s u e s  o t h e r  t h a n  j u s t  o u r  " s p e c i a l t y . "  
W e  n e e d  t o  t h i n k  o f  a n i m a l s  ( a n d  t h e  a n i m a l  
r i g h t s  m o v e m e n t )  a s ,  s a y ,  p a r t  o f  t h e  
" r a i n b o w "  t h a t  J e s s e  J a c k s o n  u s e s  t o  d e s c r i b e  
t h e  m a n y  d i v i s i o n s  o f  l i f e  t h a t  d e s e r v e  
l i b e r a t i o n .  I t  i s  t h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e  ( n o ,  n o t  a  
d i l u t i o n  o f  e f t o  r t s ! )  t h a t  w i l l  f i n a l l y  
c o m m a n d  r e s p e c t  f o r  a n i m a l  r i g h t s  
i n t e r e s t s .  O n  t h e  s u r f a c e ,  a t  l e a s t ,  t h e  
d e f e n s e  o f  a n i m a l s  s e e m s  t o  k n o w  n o  c l a s s  
d i s t i n c t i o n .  T h i s  h a s  a l l o w e d  o u r  m o v e m e n t  
t o  d r a w  o n  a  b r o a d  s p e c t r u m  o f  p u b l i c s .  A s  
i t  g r o w s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a n d  r e a c h e s  d e e p e r  i n t o  
t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  c a u s e s  o f  h u m a n  a n d  a n i m a l  
e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  t h e  c h o i c e s  b e c o m e  c l e a r .  O u r  
l o t  h a s  t o  b e  w i t h  t h o s e  w h o  w i s h  t o  c h a n g e  
t h e  w o r l d  f u n d a m e n t a l l y ,  f o r  n o t h i n g  s h o r t  
o f  t h i s  w i l l  r e p r e s e n t  s a l v a t i o n  t o  t h e  
b i l l i o n s  o f  v i c t i m s  w h o  t o i l  a n d  p e r i s h  
t o d a y  u n d e r  t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a t u s  q u o .  
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(continued from p. B2) 
was said, by a Professor of Psycholo3Y on the 
committee, was "Aren't these meetings sup-
posed to be closed?" Within a year new pro-
cedures were established for this committee 
which, taking advantage of a loophole in our 
campus constitution, closed all further meet-
ings. The Animal Legal Defense Fund is pre-
sently preparing a suit against the Califor-
nia State University system to have meetings 
of its campus animal care committees conform 
to the provisions of the California State 
Open Meeting Act. I think that nothing but 
good can cane of having meetings of careless, 
do-nothing committees, like the one at Cal 
State Hayward, opened to the public. 
Similarly, at the University of California, 
Berkeley, the campus veterinarian and the 
chair of the Catmittee for the Protection of 
Animal Subjects have tried to tell the can-
munity representative from a local humane 
society that she could not vote against a 
protocol because she thought the research was 
worthless. They have even tried to edit her 
minority reports, and she has had to seek 
relief from this intimidation by appealing to 
a UCB Vice Chancellor. (This community rep-
resentative has had to conclude that her 
further service on this committee would ac-
oomplish nothing, and she has resigned. ) 
Suit is currently also being brought against 
the University of Califomia system to open 
the meetings of its campus animal care can-
mittees. Again, I can see nothing but good 
coming from opening arrogant, unrepresenta-
tive committees, such as that at Berkeley, to 
public scrutiny. 
For the past two years, I have served as a 
community member of the Animal Welfare and 
Research Carmittee at the lawrence Berkeley 
Laboratory, another part of the University of 
California. I was invited to serve on this 
committee because I am supposed to be some-
thing of an expert on animal ethics issues 
and to be active and respected in the animal 
welfare community. But even though I was 
thus solicited to be on the committee, the 
resentment at my being there and at my ques-
tioning the research protocols was palpable 
for my first year on the job. The other 
members of the committee seemed to feel pro-
fessionally obligated to IRaintain that eve-
rything in the protocols was fine. Fortun-
ately, this defensiveness has pretty much 
disappeared. Although the others on the 
committee still seldom agree with me entire-
ly, we now have frank, critical discussions 
of protocols, many of which we have retumed 
for significant amendment. We have even 
voted down a protocol--a virtually unheard-of 
thing for an animal care committee to do. 
Opening the meetings of a progressive, con-
scientious committee like this one to the 
public might, I am afraid, lead to a renewed 
defensiveness on the part of sane committee 
members, which would have to be overcane once 
again. 
So, as is usual, there are both pros and cons 
to open meetings. HO'#lE!Ver, my experience 
leads me to believe that the pros definitely 
outweigh the cons. Similarly, I view talk ·of 
the need to maintain confidentiality for 
one's ideas as a SIOOkescreen. In my two 
years at the lawrence lab, where there is no 
tenure, only one researcher has requested 
confidentiality for her protocol--and every-
one on the committee found that a bit of a 
joke. Animal care committees do not need to 
know the creative ideas that win grants and 
prizes in order to do their job of evaluating 
humane care and use. Similarly, claims like 
that by the Chair of the Univerity of Florida 
ACU committee, that animal activists will 
distort infonnation from committee meetings 
into sensationalist stories, are also srroke-
screens. If animal activists do that, re-
search institutions can easily discredit them 
by pointing out the distortions. Actually, 
the infonnation about research at Florida 
that has been released accurately pointed out 
that there were some very shoddy projects 
proposed there and that the campus animal 
care committee was not doing a very responsi-
ble job. All of us who care about the wel-
fare of research animals should be grateful 
that Florida is the Sunshine State. And 
while there may be some growing pains that 
will accompany the process, we and the ani-
mals will be well-served by the spread of 
that sunshine. 
Sincerely, 
Steve F. Sapontzis 
Professor of Philosophy 
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